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As you so reached so deep down inside, your 

fine soul! 
To find that kind of courage, that you can 

only find in hearts of gold! 
And if ever I had a son, I wish he could be 

like you the one. . . . 
Who such magnificent courage so holds. . . . 
Who all in his most heroic shades of green, is 

but a fine champion so seen. . . . 
For only so few in our Nation’s history, have 

so lived so such lives so splendidly! 
And took up that charge, and into that val-

ley of death so marched. . . . 
All so that we may be free! 
All out on their most heroic course, to make 

a difference with it all and go forth! 
And so answered out Nation’s call. . . . 
For only a few will know this song, for only 

a few to such heights will belong. . . . 
Right at the top of that list! As America’s 

greatest of all sons . . . their song! 
Oh yes Brandon, that’s U. . . . 
U . . . B . . . 
U . . . B . . . Long! 
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HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, two weeks ago, I 
had the privilege of visiting the Republic of 
Korea through their Congressional Member 
Exchange Program. In just 3 busy days, I was 
able to meet and converse with top officials in 
the Korean Government, my counterparts in 
the Korean National Assembly, business lead-
ers, Korean War veterans and members of the 
Armed Forces. 

My father was a veteran of the Korean War, 
so it was particularly touching and meaningful 
for me that I was able to visit the Korean War 
Memorial and Exhibition, lay a wreath and to 
meet with officials at the Ministry of Patriots 
and Veterans Affairs. My visit to the War Me-
morial served as a sobering reminder of the 
cost of freedom that was paid 60 years ago 
through the service and sacrifice of all Korean 
War veterans. 

I had similar chills the next day, when our 
delegation visited the Demilitarized Zone and 
the Joint Security Area. It is difficult, if not im-
possible, to describe the flood of emotions I 
felt looking out across the DMZ and realizing 
what life is like in North Korea, a country with 
one of the world’s most oppressive govern-
ments and, because of that, one of the world’s 
poorest populations. 

While these two occasions were strikingly 
memorable, they provided an important frame-
work for when I had the opportunities to meet 
with Korean business leaders about trade, in-
vestment, and tourism. 

Prior to my election as a Member of Con-
gress, it was my great privilege to serve as 
mayor of Corning, New York, and of course 
Corning is part of the 29th congressional dis-
trict that I am honored to represent. Corning is 
home of Corning Incorporated, a Fortune 500 
company with interests and facilities across 
the globe—including in South Korea. 

While in Korea, I was taken on a tour of 
Samsung Corning Precision Materials and was 
given a very informative briefing about the 
company’s activities which are critical to my 
district. I also had an opportunity to do one of 
my favorite things—talk about the great wines 

produced in the Finger Lakes region of New 
York. Korean consumers are quite discrimi-
nating wine drinkers and, as you might expect, 
have developed a taste for fine wine from the 
United States, especially from New York 
wineries. 

Currently, however, American wine exports 
to Korea are subject to a tariff that puts them 
out of the reach of many potential buyers. 
There is a glimmer of hope on the horizon, 
though, once the Congress ratifies and imple-
ments the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement 
(KORUS FTA). 

The KORUS FTA reduces Korea’s tariff on 
U.S. wine imports to zero. That will be good 
for New York vineyards. There are more than 
60 family-owned wineries in the area around 
my hometown, and many of them will benefit 
immediately from this new tariff-free situation. 

In addition to the meetings with business 
leaders, I also had important discussions with 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade Sung- 
Hwan Kim, Deputy Minister for Trade Seok- 
Young Choi, and National Security Advisor 
Yung-Woo Chun, as well as with Kyung-Pil 
Nam, chairman of the Unification, Foreign Af-
fairs, and Trade Committee of the Korean Na-
tional Assembly. Additionally I met with U.S. 
Ambassador Kathleen Stephens and President 
of the American Chamber of Commerce in 
Korea Amy Jackson. 

All of these government leaders were strong 
advocates of the U.S.-Korea Free Trade 
Agreement. They did not have to do much to 
convince me, as I share their advocacy and 
appreciate their leadership and efforts to con-
solidate our alliance partnership overall. 

Today, Korea has the world’s eleventh-larg-
est economy, known for its high-technology in-
dustries. It is the seventh-largest trading part-
ner of the United States, the fifth largest mar-
ket for agricultural goods, and the third largest 
destination for U.S. foreign direct investment 
in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Bilateral trade between the Republic of 
Korea and the United States averages about 
$80 billion each year. The KORUS FTA rep-
resents the largest and most commercially sig-
nificant free trade agreement ever signed by 
the United States in over a decade and since 
the ratification of the North American Free 
Trade Agreement. 

This free trade agreement will ultimately 
eliminate tariff and non-tariff barriers, create 
better jobs, enrich consumer choice, boost in-
dustry and enhance overall welfare for both 
nations. It will immediately eliminate tariffs on 
almost two-thirds of U.S. agricultural exports 
worth over $1.9 billion. 

Overall, the KORUS FTA is expected to 
boost the more than $80 billion in annual two- 
way trade between South Korea and the U.S. 
by $10 billion to $20 billion about 5 years after 
ratification. The reasons for swift approval by 
the Congress of the Korea-U.S. Free Trade 
Agreement are numerous and compelling. 

In closing, I wish to extend my sincere grati-
tude to the Government and people of Korea 
for their tremendous hospitality during my visit 
2 weeks ago. In particular, I wish to thank and 
recognize Korean Ambassador Duk-Soo Han 
for all his help and support that paved the way 
for a successful and productive trip. He is a 
great advocate for his country and I appreciate 
our mutual friendship. 

Mr. Speaker, I came away from my visit 
emboldened and excited by the opportunities 
that lay ahead with respect to benefits of the 

KORUS FTA. On this note, I respectfully urge 
my colleagues to join me in support of this im-
portant agreement. I hope to see it brought up 
for consideration very soon, so that it can be 
ratified and implemented at the earliest oppor-
tunity. 
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and commend my dear friend and our 
former colleague, Ambassador Tony Hall, for 
his devotion to those less fortunate. Ambas-
sador Hall went on a 28-day fast after learning 
of proposed budget cuts for programs that 
help those less fortunate domestically and 
abroad. 

Here are some comments that he made re-
garding his recent fast: 

‘‘Back in 1993, as a Member of Congress, 
I went on a 22-day fast to protest the lack of 
conscience of the U.S. Congress towards poor 
and hungry people. Now, almost twenty years 
later, the stakes are even higher. That’s why 
on March 28, 2011—almost one month ago— 
I stopped eating and started fasting, calling on 
friends and colleagues from across the coun-
try and around the world to join me. 

‘‘This coming Easter Sunday I will stop fast-
ing. The Hungerfast campaign is coming to an 
end, but the movement to ensure our leaders 
don’t balance the budgets on the backs of 
poor and hungry people is only getting started. 

‘‘But before moving forward, I want to pause 
for a moment to look back on what we have 
accomplished together, and to express my 
gratitude for all the ways people have broken 
out of their normal routines—going above and 
beyond—in order to make the Hungerfast 
movement possible. 

‘‘Hungerfast has brought together a large 
and diverse coalition of partners; Meals on 
Wheels and the ONE Campaign. World Vision 
and MoveOn.org. Christian, Jewish and Mus-
lim organizations breaking out of business as 
usual to call their constituencies to fasting, 
prayer and personal sacrifice. 

‘‘With over 36,000 Americans, including 28 
Members of Congress, committed to fasting, 
prayer and other forms of serious personal 
sacrifice, the HungerFast movement will have 
repercussions long into the future; it has not 
only set the stage for our ongoing budget de-
bate, it has moved all of us into deeper levels 
of solidarity with those who Jesus called, ‘the 
least of these.’’ 

As the Congress continues the budget proc-
ess, we must carefully consider proposals that 
impact the most vulnerable. Scripture (Prov-
erbs 19:17) tells us, ‘‘He who is kind to the 
poor lends to the Lord.’’ And in the New Tes-
tament Jesus talks a lot about the poor. In 
Matthew 25 he says that if we ignore the poor 
and hungry it is the same as ignoring him. 

It is imperative that we all work together rein 
in our nation’s unfunded liabilities to ensure 
that resources are available to help society’s 
neediest and most vulnerable members. 
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